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A Clinico-Pathological Study of Stage I Breast Cancer

—a review of 115 cases with relapses —

Shozo Fusno, Noriaki Tezuka, Shuhei INOUE, Satoru Sawai,

Takaaki KoNisHI, Yoshikuni Asapa, Hirofumi KaTo, Atsumi Mori
Second Department of Surgery, Shiga University of Medical Science

Abstract: Outcome and relapse were investigated retrospectively in one hundred and fifteen
patients with stage I breast cancer who underwent surgical treatments during a period of 17
years from October 1978 to June 1995. There were relapsed 7 patients, of whom three died of
breast cancer. The 5-year survival rate was 94.4%. No correlation was found between outcome
and histological type or various methods of surgical operation employed. Significant difference
in outcome was found among groups according to tn-classifications, i. e,. there were no cases
with relapse in t1n0 cases, while more than 10% of the patients relapsed in the t2n0 cases and
tlnla cases. The average interval without relapses was 45.9 months after surgery, and the
sites where initial metastasis were observed were distant organs from the initial site, i. e.,
liver, lung, bone in three cases: regional lymph nodes in two cases: local skin in one case: and
pleurae in one case. Active local therapies, including resection of the relapsed site, intrapleural
chemotherapy, had beneficial effects for long survival.
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ER : Estrogen receptor, PgR:Progesterone receptor
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MMC: mitomycin C, FT:tegafur, 5-FU: 5-fluorouracil, TAM: tamoxifen, UFT: tegafur-uracil,
CPA: cyclophosphamide, HCFU: carmofur, AIT: adoptive immunotherapy
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5. TAM: tamoxifen, CEA: carcinoembryonic antigen, CA15-3:

carbohydrate antigen 15-3
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