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Parenting Attitudes of Mothers of Children with Epilepsy

00000 Sayuri Tanakad O 009 Yuko Tomari

Abstract Purpose and Method: The purpose of this study was to explore the parenting attitudes held by
mothers of children with epilepsy as compared to the attitudes of mothers of healthy children. One
hundred and eighty seven mothers were recruited at two outpatient pediatric departments. The
mothers completed a 50-item Likert scaled instrument developed by Akiyama et al. that included
questions related to the developmental stages of children. There were 75 mothers in the epilepsy
group and 112 mothers in the healthy children group. The mean age of children in the epilepsy
group was 85 years while it was 5.3 in the healthy group. Findings from the two groups were
compared using the Mann-Whitney U test.

Findings: Differences were found between mothers ratings in the two groups whose children
were in the late infancy stage, and early and late primary age groups; mothers of children with epi-
lepsy rated their children as higher on obedience rejection, inconsistency, and disagreement than
did mothers of healthy children. Ratings of attitudes did not differ across the developmental levels
among mothers in the epilepsy group. The findings of this study indicate that parenting attitude of
mothers toward their children with epilepsy does not changes according to the developmental
stage of children. However, further study is needed to confirm these findings in mothers of chil-
dren with neurological disorder other than epilepsy.
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