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Abstract

This study was conducted concerning the professional autonomy of nurse in order to clarify the real
condition, and the differences by clinical domain from the aspects of action and attitude. With 780 nurses
nationwide having over 10 years nursing experience being the subject, analysis was made for 610 nurses
who provided valid responses. While based on the learning stages in clinical nursing practices that Benner
advocates, the subject nurses are suggested to be in the stages from “Proficient” to “Expert’, the majority of
them experienced transfers and it can also be said that they are in the stages from “Novice” to “Advanced
Beginner” in the work places they were transferred to. Regarding the professional autonomy viewed by
clinical domain, those belonging to surgical wards showed higher autonomy than those belonging to medical
wards, with meaningful differences observed in “ability for developing nursing process’, “internal
recognition/ability for dealing with situations”, and “ability for autonomous judgment’.

Key words : Professional Autonomy



